SELF-DEFENGE & THE LAW

If you are attacked or fear an attack, you can use reasonable force
to protect yourself, others, or property.

. Revenge punishment, or excessive force isillegal.
e The law protects honest, instinctive reactions.

BUT... Be Aware
e Carrying aweapon ‘justincase'is |llegal*
e Thelawdoesn't protect you if you go too far.
» Self-defence is about protecting — not harming.

The Law on Self-Defence (CPS Guidance).

You may use reasonable force if you believe you're under threat — even if that belief is mistaken,
aslong asit’s honestly held.
—> The law judges your actions based on what you believed at the time — not in hindsight.

The Key Test
— "\What would the reasonable person do in that moment?”

CPS Legal Guidance www.cps.gov.uk
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